"WHAT'S NEXT?"  for Purpose Driven Life - June 21, 2005 (wc – 961 + bio)
As spring turns into summer, we notice that the change in seasons often brings with it a change in our attitudes and daily lives: the excitement as kids say goodbye to schoolwork for a bit and enjoy summer vacation; the hopeful yet nervous high school graduates anticipating college or careers; the working adults awaiting or planning their own summer vacation, project, or party.  

Summer, with the warmer temperatures and time away from our responsibilities, allows us more time to kick back, relax, and ponder what’s next?  You might be wondering what’s next for you in the coming week, or month or years ahead – what challenges, changes and blessings are in store for you.  The future is often a big gray area of unknowns, holding things we cannot foresee.  Thankfully, we have a God who knows the future, who has carefully planned all things.  It’s our job to trust that God has everything under control and to seek God’s direction.  Each of us needs to ask, "God, what's your next purpose for my life?" and eagerly anticipate his answer, because his vision for what’s next in our life is better than any of the visions we have for ourselves.  
When you seek God’s direction, I want to reassure you that God may not speak to you in an audible voice, but he will communicate his message.  That’s the incredible news the prophet Amos proclaims when he says that God “reveals his thoughts” (Amos 4:13).  That’s what Daniel was explaining to King Nebuchadnezzar when he said that there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets (Daniel 2:28).  Our God, the God of Amos and Daniel, wants you to trust him to reveal his thoughts about your purpose.  He not only has a vision for you, but when the timing is perfect, he will reveal it.  Just as he was clear with prophets like Samuel and Isaiah when he chose them to carry his messages, he will be clear with you.  

So what kind of vision can we expect from God?  Vision is an awareness of how God wants to use you in a bold way to accomplish his purposes.  It is catching a glimpse of his multidimensional life strategy for you—the type of person he wants you to become and what he wants you to do for him. 

God’s primary vision for your life is already clearly revealed in the Bible.  Basically we are to love God, love our neighbor, and go and make disciples.  This broadly cast vision is our anchor point for living a purposeful life.  But God’s vision does not end there.  He also reveals to each of us his individual, specific assignment in relationship to that broader vision.  

God’s unique vision for you can be described as a desire that steals your heart—either immediately or eventually—and shouts to you, “This is your sacred commission, far beyond your everyday purposes in life.”  It is the exclusive, heart-engaging work God prearranged for you before you were born.  It is how you, and you alone, will minister with excellence in the eyes of the Lord.

Sometimes God will give us sneak previews or a series of impressions about his vision for us, unfolding his plan piece by piece.  Other times he’ll interrupt our lives and lay it all before us.  In any case, Jesus Christ wants to manifest himself in your life and he wants to make it obvious who he is and what he would like to see happen in your life.  

So how can you prepare yourself in the meantime to listen for God’s thoughts and receive his vision for your life?

Pray.  The best thing to do while you anticipate God’s revelation of a vision for your life is to pray.  Pray that you will hear God and be made pliable in his hands, and pray too for God’s perfect timing, that he will ready the hearts of the people he is sending you to serve.
Ask Others to Pray.  Surround yourself with loving, supportive people who will pray with you regarding God’s vision for your life.  Ask them to pray specifically that you will be receptive to God’s best for you.  
Be Confident.  Confidence means “with faith.” For this step, you need faith that will move mountains, faith that will unleash the power of God.  You must believe that God will cast the vision he has always had for you!
Practice Patience.  Practice waiting graciously in all of your daily activities, including standing in line at the bank or grocery store.  Practice patience by engaging in activities that require it, perhaps planting a garden or fishing.  In addition, take time to sing, play, and relax so you can learn to slow down and enjoy the journey.
Ask God Specifically to Speak to You.  If you think you want God to speak to you, you may want to ask yourself two very important questions: Do I really want and expect God to speak to me? And Am I really listening?  If your answer is yes to both questions, you are ready to echo the prayer of Samuel: “Speak, for your servant is listening” (1 Samuel 3:10).

God is not looking for “superstars” to whom he can reveal a vision.  He is looking for people in whom he can inspire a loving method of living and sharing the gospel.  He is looking for dedicated, ordinary people who hold such a firm conviction about their unique purpose that they will doggedly persevere under trial.
Amos 4:13 says, "He who forms the mountains, creates the wind, and reveals his thoughts to man...the Lord God Almighty is his name." Do you hear the promise in that verse? Eagerly anticipate the vision that God will reveal to you.
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Summer is often a time for change. It always involves both closure and new beginnings. For example, you may ask this summer, "What's next after graduation? Should I take that job offer? And, summer always brings an unusual number of June weddings that soon beg the question, "What's next? Should we start a family?” Many people take summer vacations, all the while asking, "Where should we go NEXT year?" 
Summer, with its change of weather and extra hour of daylight, often affords a slight bit more time for laid-back daydreaming about “What’s Next?” – as you lounge at the beach or lake – or as you take a nice, long hike in the hills. So, to help you with your pressing question of “God, what’s your next purpose for my life?” that, inevitably, will show up when you slow down for a moment this summer, here are some things to mull over:

Amos 4:13 says, “He who forms the mountains, creates the wind, and reveals his thoughts to man…the Lord God Almighty is his name.” Do you hear the promise in that verse? God expects you to eagerly anticipate that he will reveal his vision to you…. 
