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Getting Better Connected
Living in Community 
July 07, 2005 - by Katie Brazelton
Summer is a time of grilling chicken, drinking lemonade, sitting outside and chatting with family and friends, and in America, it almost always officially begins with lighting fireworks and watching parades on July 4. As we celebrate the birth of our nation, built by our founding father's faith and commitment to liberty and justice, it is a time for us to have fun and relax, but a time, as well, to connect and build community with family and friends.

Independence Day is a good time to do a quick analysis of the many communities you may be a part of: a family, a group of friends, a team at work, a church family, a neighborhood community, a sports team, or others. What areas are strong? What areas need strengthening and growth? Are they areas of personal growth or areas where you can help others grow? Ask God to take you from where you are to where he wants you to be.

Stop and consider your career, ministry, marriage, and life purpose. How are you doing with your in-laws, neighbors, coworkers, or church leaders? What about your perception of God and your trust in his love for you? How are your relationships, your random acts of kindness or your hopes for a bright future?

"Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many" (Hebrews 12:14-15).

God created us to live in community, and by his example we see what it means to live and love others. Jesus called the twelve apostles to help him with his work on earth and share the gospel message (Matt. 10:1-8). Eleven of them modeled the value of relationships. Three became Christ's best friends.

Are you surrounded by groups of people at home, church, school, or work who say to you such things as: "We're in this together"; "How can we help you today?"; "If you're hurting, we're hurting"? This is what God had in mind: that we would all watch out for one another. He's not much interested in excuses: "I'm an introvert," "I'm too busy to be in a small group at church," or "I've tried to meet my neighbors!" Let Scripture talk to you today about how living life in community with others can help you accomplish your godly life purposes: "You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood..." (1 Peter 2:5).

One of the great community builders I know of is Fern Nichols, founder of Mom's In Touch International (MITI), a worldwide ministry of praying moms who gather together locally once a week to pray for their children and their children's schools. As Fern sent her two oldest sons off to junior high school, she found herself passionately praying for them. She knew that her greatest weapon to protect them from the pressure they would be facing was prayer. The burden was so great that she knew she could not bear it alone. She asked God for another mother who felt the same burden and who would prayer every week for their kids and the local school. One mom came, then another, and another. Twenty years later, more than 150,000 women are praying for children and schools worldwide.

Consider the following ways to deepen your relationships as well as share the love of Jesus as you build your communities:

Catch yourself making a loving difference. Start looking for daily opportunities to love others and make a note of anything that makes a loving difference in someone's life for one week.

Get connected at Church. Get involved if you haven't already. The depth and longevity of church family relationships may surprise and bless you for many years to come.

Offer forgiveness. Forgive others or yourself in honor of Jesus' forgiveness of you.

Take a relational opportunities checkup. What opportunities do you have at this time to develop specific relational habits? Tell God you are willing to open your heart wide, to risk fear and vulnerability, in order to grow in love. He knows that loving relationships are packed with tears and laughter, and that they can stimulate new attitudes and action.

Pray for the unloving and unlovable. Relationships are not always pretty. Pray for God's best in the lives of those you find troublesome or difficult. Ask God to shape your perspective with his.

Building a community starts with you. You have the power to make a difference, to set a foundation of faith and love - and to invite others to join you.
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